
Willow Valley Living, Chautauqua Hall, Lancaster, Pa. Photo: Jana Bannan Photography

Submission Fees
A nonrefundable entry fee for all projects submitted will be invoiced in December. 
Projects accepted by the jury will be published in the Spring 2021 issue, and a 
publication fee (based on the number of pages selected to be published) will be 
invoiced at that time. We do not allow cancellations following receipt of your 
submission. Please note: If submitting jointly with another organization, invoicing 
can be split accordingly.

One-Page Layout  
(Entry Fee: $515; Publication Fee: $3,475)

Two-Page Spread  
(Entry Fee: $345; Publication Fee: $5,200)

Three-Page Layout  
(Entry Fee: $245; Publication Fee: $6,340)

Awards and  
Recognition
A jury of industry experts will review 
and discuss all submitted projects 
to determine which ones will be 
accepted for publication (there is no 
guarantee of acceptance). In addition, 
the jury will determine which projects 
are worthy of special honors, including 
an Award of Merit or Honorable 
Mention.

• Award winners will receive special 
recognition in the Spring 2021 issue of EFA, 
in Design Showcase announcements, and at 
our annual Environments for Aging Expo & 
Conference.

• Finalists (projects deemed highly noteworthy) will also be recognized in the 
Spring 2021 issue of EFA and in Design Showcase announcements.

• All participants with published projects will receive 25 complimentary copies 
of the magazine.

Complete your reservation form online
at EFAmagazine.com

2021 DESIGN 
SHOWCASE
Call for Submissions

2021 DESIGN SHOWCASE
Call for Submissions

AN ANNUAL DESIGN SHOWCASE OF SENIOR ENVIRONMENTS SINCE 1997

Deadlines
Reservation forms due: Nov. 10, 2020

Presentations due: Dec. 8, 2020

Jury review: January 2021

Publication date: April 2021
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  EFA Design 
       ShowcaseReservation forms due: Nov. 10, 2020

Presentations due: Dec. 8, 2020

For more information, contact:
Donna Paglia
Emerald X, LLC
210.419.9017
donna.paglia@emeraldx.com
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Baptist Community Services Community Center AMARILLO, TEXAS

Submitted by: Pi Architects AUSTIN, TEXAS

AMENITY SPACE

Project category: Unbuilt/conceptual

Chief administrator: Steve Dalrymple, president and CEO, and Robert 

Smith, vice president

Firm: Pi Architects, www.piarch.com

Design team: Greg Hunteman, principal architect; Mark Warrick, prin-

cipal architect; Nicole Thompson, studio leader; Charla Goss, interior 

designer; Bryan Warne, landscape architect

Photography: ©2020 Pi Architects

Resident/client capacity: 1,200 members of the community

Total building area (sq. ft.): 8,350 (new); 26,470 (renovation)

Construction cost/sq. ft.: $300 (new); $192 (renovation)

Total construction cost (excluding land): $2,500,000 (new); 

$6,700,000 (renovation)

Completion: March 2021 

The Community Center repre-

sents the final phase of an eight-

year master plan for the Baptist 

Community Services (BCS) 

Campus in Amarillo. The Center 

lies at the heart of the Campus, 

connecting a newly renovated In-

dependent Living tower and a re-

positioned and expanded Assisted 

Living. The Center is designed to 

host major community events for 

the residents of Amarillo and as 

a gathering place for all of BCS’s 

residents.

Connecting residents to the 

outdoors in the extreme climate 

of the Texas Panhandle created 

a unique opportunity for the 

development team. A beautifully 

designed conservatory allows 

residents to experience nature 

from indoors as they enjoy a cup 

of coffee or a nutritious meal from 

the adjacent Café, while relax-

ing under soft sunlight filtered 

through a canopy of trees.

When developing the program, 

the team leveraged wellness 

throughout the design, including 

innovative outdoor programming 

as illustrated in the Central Plaza, 

Wellness Courtyard, and Prayer 

Gardens.
The Center provides residents 

and families a full complement of 

wellness amenities, not only in the 

outdoors, but also with a host of 

spaces designed to provide pur-

pose and healthy living. Residents 

enjoy exercising at the fitness 

center, grabbing a healthy snack 

or meal at the Café or Bistro Res-

taurant, finding spiritual renewal, 

or taking advantage of a variety of 

artistic and educational classes. 

The Center builds resident 

wellness and connection. Here, 

residents experience a unified 

culture, strengthen their mind 

and body, relax and socialize, 

learn and grow, and feel enabled 

to participate in the unique 

community Baptist Community 

Services offers.
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Ventana by Buckner DALLASSubmitted by: D2 Architecture DALLAS, AND Interior Design 
Associates Inc. NASHVILLE, TENN.

CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Project category: New constructionChief administrator: Charlie Wilson, Buckner Retirement Services
Firms: D2 Architecture, www.d2architecture.com; Interior Design 
 Associates Inc., www.idassociates.comDesign team: Pacheco Koch (civil engineer); Corsi Associates (food services 

design); Talley & Associates (landscape architect); L.A. Fuess Partners 
(structural engineer); WSP+CCRD (MEP engineers); IDEAS Consulting 
(healthcare consultant); Boner Associates Inc. (acoustical consultant)

Photography: ©2019 Kim Sargent and Tyler Sargent of DBA Sargent 
Photography

Number/type of housing units: 189 independent living customizable 
residences, 38 assisted living residences, 26 memory support suites,     
46 skilled nursing suites, 24 private rehab suitesTotal building area (sq. ft.): 684,108Construction cost/sq. ft.: $211Total construction cost (excluding land): $144.4 million

Completed: August 2019

Rising 12 stories into Dallas’ skyline, Ventana by Buckner is a premier Life Plan Community situated at the intersection of two of the city’s most established thoroughfares. Located just north of downtown, Ventana’s twin towers of floor-to-ceiling glass windows offer 360-degree views of the Dallas skyline and surrounding metropoli-tan area. Each of the two towers has a modest 15-degree bend at their center axes and are positioned as gracefully as Fred Astaire and Gin-ger Rogers on Ventana’s compact urban site—maximizing panoramic views. With its use of warm and ethereal materials and its integra-tion of the landscape architecture, Ventana offers vibrant and sophisti-

0

Warwick Woodlands, A Moravian Manor Community, Lititz, Pa. 
Photo: ©2019 Nathan Cox Photography

The Lodge, Heber City, Utah. Photo: ©2019 Jim Fairchild - fairchild-creative.com
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Submission Process
Upon receipt of your reservation form, you will 
receive a submission guide and template for 
preparing your electronic presentation. Your 
presentation must include a project narrative, 
images, floor plans, and responses to jury 
questions. Your firm name must not appear 
within your presentation. If your project is 
accepted by the jury for publication, you 
will receive instructions for supplying the 
remainder of your publication materials (print-
quality images, firm details, project team members, facility contact information, etc.). 

Acceptance of Projects
Projects will be evaluated on four criteria:  

Innovation
How did the team explore innovative solutions that were specific to the project? If 
technology was part of the process, how was it incorporated and what were the 
outcomes? Did these efforts impact quality of care or quality of life for residents? 
Did the innovations influence the business model?

Experience
How does the environment enhance the quality of life for residents, promote wellness, 
empower independence and person-centered care? How does the project reinforce 
personal relationships between all those who work, live, and visit the community? 

Aesthetics
How do the aesthetics (architectural style, interior design, materials, lighting, colors, 
etc.) contribute to meeting project goals? Describe specific design solutions that 
contribute to the well-being of building occupants.

Operational performance 
What were the desired outcomes the project team was trying to achieve and the 
end result (e.g., operational performance improvements, resident-centered care, 
operational flow)?

Construction Categories
• New Construction

• Remodel/Renovation

• New Construction and  
Remodel/Renovation

• Addition

• Project in Progress

• Conversion (adaptation  
of an existing                                   
structure into a senior 
environment)

• Unbuilt/Conceptual Design                
Only

• Interior Design Only

For more information, contact:
Donna Paglia
Emerald X, LLC
210.419.9017
donna.paglia@emeraldx.com

Visit our partner organizations:
SAGE—www.sagefederation.org 
The Center—www.healthdesign.org 
IIDA—www.iida.org  
ASID—www.asid.org

Environments for 
Aging magazine—
with representatives 
from SAGE (Society 
for the Advancement 
of Gerontological 
Environments), The 
Center for Health Design, 
the International Interior 
Design Association, and 
the American Society of 
Interior Designers—will 
review projects from across 
the nation to recognize 
those that best address 
the needs of the aging 
population, from skilled 

nursing residents to active adults. Some projects will be 
honored with an Award of Merit or Honorable Mention, and 
celebrated during an awards luncheon at the Environments for 
Aging Expo & Conference (April 24-27, Chattanooga, Tenn.).

Environments for Aging reaches more than 37,000 industry 
professionals, including owners and operators, architects and 
interior designers, and members of key industry associations.

• Active-adult communities 

• Adult day services

• Alzheimer’s/dementia care

• Aquatic therapy centers

• Assisted living 

• Congregate/group homes 

• Continuing care retirement  
communities (CCRCs)

• Geropsychiatry centers

• Healing gardens

• Hospice

• Independent living

• Multigenerational campuses

• Post-acute/rehab

• Recreational areas

• Retirement communities linked  
to universities

• Senior community centers 

• Seniors-only housing/ 
apartment complexes 

• Senior-driven urban infill/revitaliza-
tion projects

• Skilled nursing

• Specialized medical spaces (e.g.,  
geriatric cancer care, vascular/heart 
disease care, etc.)

• Wellness/fitness centers

Eligible settings include:

Supplement to Environments for Aging  77

Project category: New constructionChief administrator: Rob Kretzinger, president and CEOFirm: Pope Architects, www.popearch.comDesign team: Ward Isaacson, design architect/principal; Dan Weatherman, 
architect/project manager; Jill Schroeder, senior interior planner (Pope 
Architects); CBS Construction (builder); Storey Kenworthy (furniture procurement); Steen Engineering (MEP engineer)Photography: © Nate Johnson StudioNumber/type of housing units: 51 independent living, 36 assisted liv-

ing, 16 skilled nursing memory support, 13 long-term skilled nursing,  
7 short-term rehab

Total building area (sq. ft.): 175,000Construction cost/sq. ft.: $146Total construction cost (excluding land): $25.6 millionCompleted: January 2019

as residents opt to dine or gather anywhere. 
To further improve person-centered care opportunities in the skilled nursing and memory support environments, the team and provider applied valuable learnings from a Post-Occupancy Evaluation of The Cottages at Hearthstone to further push innovation. Improve-ments include doubling the amount of natural light, acoustic panels to support residential ambiance, 

maximizing flexibility for dining and activities, and expanding household food service abilities.  
With strategic budgeting in programming and design, Wes-leyLife pushed innovation while remaining affordable. Re-working the expectations and re-thinking the design approach for care models successfully fulfilled a market need, demonstrated by the fact that the community was completely full after six months.

Deadlines
Reservation forms due: Nov. 10, 2020

Presentations due: Dec. 8, 2020

Jury review: January 2021

Publication date: April 2021

Submission Guidelines
Who’s qualified to submit a project?

Senior living community owners/operators as well as architects, interior designers, 
builders, and developers working in the senior living or long-term care market.

Are there requirements regarding the age of the project?

All projects must have been completed after January 2018. Projects that were 
previously published in the Design Showcase can’t be resubmitted under the same 
construction category. See list of categories below.

Friendship Village, Schaumburg, Ill. Photo: © Eugene 
Elikh Photography

Menno Haven Rehabilitation Center, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Photo: Alise O’Brien Photography

The Langford at College Station College Station, Texas. 
Photo: Alise O’Brien Photography

Menno Haven Skilled Rehabilitation, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Rendering: RDG Planning & Design
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The Spires at Berry College, Rome, GA. Photo: © Green Grass Studios
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Brio, a WesleyLife Community for Healthy Living JOHNSTON, IOWA

Submitted by: Pope Architects ST. PAUL, MINN.

CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Brio, a WesleyLife Community 

for Healthy Living, is designed with 

wellness as its foundation. Brio blends 

high-quality modern living with at-

tractive amenities and dining choices, 

all at an approachable price tag. 

Sited on 22 acres in a suburb of Des 

Moines, the community serves 55+ 

through all stages of care, including 

end of life and late stage Alzheimer’s. 

The provider pushed innovation 

and took risks to emulate the quality 

of their existing higher-end CCRC 

environments and create a compre-

hensive community that meets the 

affordability of the Midwest’s middle 

market. Every decision was weighed 

against what would create the greatest 

impact on the residents’ quality of life 

while keeping project costs and rates 

reasonable. 

The heart of the community is an 

advanced, spacious Wellness Center. 

It is the social and physical gateway 

that strategically connects all residents 

conveniently and represents the core 

mission of Brio – encouraging vitality 

at every age. Like a hospitality-based 

fitness club, it offers yoga, group 

classes and cardio equipment that are 

integrated in the same physical space 

as skilled care therapy which serves 

long-term care residents. Blending 

fitness and therapy was a balance in 

meeting code requirements and pro-

viding safety while creating a visually 

connected environment. The result 

is an energetic environment where 

residents can encourage one another 

on their health journeys.

Brio promotes person-centered 

care by maximizing flexibility and 

amenities that encourage individual 

choice. The community’s inclusive 

dining environments offer maximum 

choice and change of scenery for all 

independent and assisted living resi-

dents. Instead of a sea of tables there 

are options with clusters of tables, 

booths, ceiling changes, walls details, 

sliding doors, a variety of views, and 

interesting lighting. It can feel like a 

different restaurant for every meal, 

0
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Submission Process
Upon receipt of your reservation form, you will 
receive a submission guide and template for 
preparing your electronic presentation. Your 
presentation must include a project narrative, 
images, floor plans, and responses to jury 
questions. Your firm name must not appear 
within your presentation. If your project is 
accepted by the jury for publication, you 
will receive instructions for supplying the 
remainder of your publication materials (print-
quality images, firm details, project team members, facility contact information, etc.). 

Acceptance of Projects
Projects will be evaluated on four criteria:  

Innovation
How did the team explore innovative solutions that were specific to the project? If 
technology was part of the process, how was it incorporated and what were the 
outcomes? Did these efforts impact quality of care or quality of life for residents? 
Did the innovations influence the business model?

Experience
How does the environment enhance the quality of life for residents, promote wellness, 
empower independence and person-centered care? How does the project reinforce 
personal relationships between all those who work, live, and visit the community? 

Aesthetics
How do the aesthetics (architectural style, interior design, materials, lighting, colors, 
etc.) contribute to meeting project goals? Describe specific design solutions that 
contribute to the well-being of building occupants.

Operational performance 
What were the desired outcomes the project team was trying to achieve and the 
end result (e.g., operational performance improvements, resident-centered care, 
operational flow)?

Construction Categories
• New Construction

• Remodel/Renovation

• New Construction and  
Remodel/Renovation

• Addition

• Project in Progress

• Conversion (adaptation  
of an existing                                   
structure into a senior 
environment)

• Unbuilt/Conceptual Design                
Only

• Interior Design Only

For more information, contact:
Donna Paglia
Emerald X, LLC
210.419.9017
donna.paglia@emeraldx.com

Visit our partner organizations:
SAGE—www.sagefederation.org 
The Center—www.healthdesign.org 
IIDA—www.iida.org  
ASID—www.asid.org

Environments for 
Aging magazine—
with representatives 
from SAGE (Society 
for the Advancement 
of Gerontological 
Environments), The 
Center for Health Design, 
the International Interior 
Design Association, and 
the American Society of 
Interior Designers—will 
review projects from across 
the nation to recognize 
those that best address 
the needs of the aging 
population, from skilled 

nursing residents to active adults. Some projects will be 
honored with an Award of Merit or Honorable Mention, and 
celebrated during an awards luncheon at the Environments for 
Aging Expo & Conference (April 24-27, Chattanooga, Tenn.).

Environments for Aging reaches more than 37,000 industry 
professionals, including owners and operators, architects and 
interior designers, and members of key industry associations.

• Active-adult communities 

• Adult day services

• Alzheimer’s/dementia care

• Aquatic therapy centers

• Assisted living 

• Congregate/group homes 

• Continuing care retirement  
communities (CCRCs)

• Geropsychiatry centers

• Healing gardens

• Hospice

• Independent living

• Multigenerational campuses

• Post-acute/rehab

• Recreational areas

• Retirement communities linked  
to universities

• Senior community centers 

• Seniors-only housing/ 
apartment complexes 

• Senior-driven urban infill/revitaliza-
tion projects

• Skilled nursing

• Specialized medical spaces (e.g.,  
geriatric cancer care, vascular/heart 
disease care, etc.)

• Wellness/fitness centers

Eligible settings include:

Supplement to Environments for Aging  77

Project category: New constructionChief administrator: Rob Kretzinger, president and CEOFirm: Pope Architects, www.popearch.comDesign team: Ward Isaacson, design architect/principal; Dan Weatherman, 
architect/project manager; Jill Schroeder, senior interior planner (Pope 
Architects); CBS Construction (builder); Storey Kenworthy (furniture procurement); Steen Engineering (MEP engineer)Photography: © Nate Johnson StudioNumber/type of housing units: 51 independent living, 36 assisted liv-

ing, 16 skilled nursing memory support, 13 long-term skilled nursing,  
7 short-term rehab

Total building area (sq. ft.): 175,000Construction cost/sq. ft.: $146Total construction cost (excluding land): $25.6 millionCompleted: January 2019

as residents opt to dine or gather anywhere. 
To further improve person-centered care opportunities in the skilled nursing and memory support environments, the team and provider applied valuable learnings from a Post-Occupancy Evaluation of The Cottages at Hearthstone to further push innovation. Improve-ments include doubling the amount of natural light, acoustic panels to support residential ambiance, 

maximizing flexibility for dining and activities, and expanding household food service abilities.  
With strategic budgeting in programming and design, Wes-leyLife pushed innovation while remaining affordable. Re-working the expectations and re-thinking the design approach for care models successfully fulfilled a market need, demonstrated by the fact that the community was completely full after six months.

Deadlines
Reservation forms due: Nov. 10, 2020

Presentations due: Dec. 8, 2020

Jury review: January 2021

Publication date: April 2021

Submission Guidelines
Who’s qualified to submit a project?

Senior living community owners/operators as well as architects, interior designers, 
builders, and developers working in the senior living or long-term care market.

Are there requirements regarding the age of the project?

All projects must have been completed after January 2018. Projects that were 
previously published in the Design Showcase can’t be resubmitted under the same 
construction category. See list of categories below.

Friendship Village, Schaumburg, Ill. Photo: © Eugene 
Elikh Photography

Menno Haven Rehabilitation Center, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Photo: Alise O’Brien Photography

The Langford at College Station College Station, Texas. 
Photo: Alise O’Brien Photography

Menno Haven Skilled Rehabilitation, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Rendering: RDG Planning & Design
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Brio, a WesleyLife Community for Healthy Living JOHNSTON, IOWA

Submitted by: Pope Architects ST. PAUL, MINN.

CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Brio, a WesleyLife Community 

for Healthy Living, is designed with 

wellness as its foundation. Brio blends 

high-quality modern living with at-

tractive amenities and dining choices, 

all at an approachable price tag. 

Sited on 22 acres in a suburb of Des 

Moines, the community serves 55+ 

through all stages of care, including 

end of life and late stage Alzheimer’s. 

The provider pushed innovation 

and took risks to emulate the quality 

of their existing higher-end CCRC 

environments and create a compre-

hensive community that meets the 

affordability of the Midwest’s middle 

market. Every decision was weighed 

against what would create the greatest 

impact on the residents’ quality of life 

while keeping project costs and rates 

reasonable. 

The heart of the community is an 

advanced, spacious Wellness Center. 

It is the social and physical gateway 

that strategically connects all residents 

conveniently and represents the core 

mission of Brio – encouraging vitality 

at every age. Like a hospitality-based 

fitness club, it offers yoga, group 

classes and cardio equipment that are 

integrated in the same physical space 

as skilled care therapy which serves 

long-term care residents. Blending 

fitness and therapy was a balance in 

meeting code requirements and pro-

viding safety while creating a visually 

connected environment. The result 

is an energetic environment where 

residents can encourage one another 

on their health journeys.

Brio promotes person-centered 

care by maximizing flexibility and 

amenities that encourage individual 

choice. The community’s inclusive 

dining environments offer maximum 

choice and change of scenery for all 

independent and assisted living resi-

dents. Instead of a sea of tables there 

are options with clusters of tables, 

booths, ceiling changes, walls details, 

sliding doors, a variety of views, and 

interesting lighting. It can feel like a 

different restaurant for every meal, 

0
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Submission Process
Upon receipt of your reservation form, you will 
receive a submission guide and template for 
preparing your electronic presentation. Your 
presentation must include a project narrative, 
images, floor plans, and responses to jury 
questions. Your firm name must not appear 
within your presentation. If your project is 
accepted by the jury for publication, you 
will receive instructions for supplying the 
remainder of your publication materials (print-
quality images, firm details, project team members, facility contact information, etc.). 

Acceptance of Projects
Projects will be evaluated on four criteria:  

Innovation
How did the team explore innovative solutions that were specific to the project? If 
technology was part of the process, how was it incorporated and what were the 
outcomes? Did these efforts impact quality of care or quality of life for residents? 
Did the innovations influence the business model?

Experience
How does the environment enhance the quality of life for residents, promote wellness, 
empower independence and person-centered care? How does the project reinforce 
personal relationships between all those who work, live, and visit the community? 

Aesthetics
How do the aesthetics (architectural style, interior design, materials, lighting, colors, 
etc.) contribute to meeting project goals? Describe specific design solutions that 
contribute to the well-being of building occupants.

Operational performance 
What were the desired outcomes the project team was trying to achieve and the 
end result (e.g., operational performance improvements, resident-centered care, 
operational flow)?

Construction Categories
• New Construction

• Remodel/Renovation

• New Construction and  
Remodel/Renovation

• Addition

• Project in Progress

• Conversion (adaptation  
of an existing                                   
structure into a senior 
environment)

• Unbuilt/Conceptual Design                
Only

• Interior Design Only

For more information, contact:
Donna Paglia
Emerald X, LLC
210.419.9017
donna.paglia@emeraldx.com

Visit our partner organizations:
SAGE—www.sagefederation.org 
The Center—www.healthdesign.org 
IIDA—www.iida.org  
ASID—www.asid.org

Environments for 
Aging magazine—
with representatives 
from SAGE (Society 
for the Advancement 
of Gerontological 
Environments), The 
Center for Health Design, 
the International Interior 
Design Association, and 
the American Society of 
Interior Designers—will 
review projects from across 
the nation to recognize 
those that best address 
the needs of the aging 
population, from skilled 

nursing residents to active adults. Some projects will be 
honored with an Award of Merit or Honorable Mention, and 
celebrated during an awards luncheon at the Environments for 
Aging Expo & Conference (April 24-27, Chattanooga, Tenn.).

Environments for Aging reaches more than 37,000 industry 
professionals, including owners and operators, architects and 
interior designers, and members of key industry associations.

• Active-adult communities 

• Adult day services

• Alzheimer’s/dementia care

• Aquatic therapy centers

• Assisted living 

• Congregate/group homes 

• Continuing care retirement  
communities (CCRCs)

• Geropsychiatry centers

• Healing gardens

• Hospice

• Independent living

• Multigenerational campuses

• Post-acute/rehab

• Recreational areas

• Retirement communities linked  
to universities

• Senior community centers 

• Seniors-only housing/ 
apartment complexes 

• Senior-driven urban infill/revitaliza-
tion projects

• Skilled nursing

• Specialized medical spaces (e.g.,  
geriatric cancer care, vascular/heart 
disease care, etc.)

• Wellness/fitness centers

Eligible settings include:

Supplement to Environments for Aging  77

Project category: New constructionChief administrator: Rob Kretzinger, president and CEOFirm: Pope Architects, www.popearch.comDesign team: Ward Isaacson, design architect/principal; Dan Weatherman, 
architect/project manager; Jill Schroeder, senior interior planner (Pope 
Architects); CBS Construction (builder); Storey Kenworthy (furniture procurement); Steen Engineering (MEP engineer)Photography: © Nate Johnson StudioNumber/type of housing units: 51 independent living, 36 assisted liv-

ing, 16 skilled nursing memory support, 13 long-term skilled nursing,  
7 short-term rehab

Total building area (sq. ft.): 175,000Construction cost/sq. ft.: $146Total construction cost (excluding land): $25.6 millionCompleted: January 2019

as residents opt to dine or gather anywhere. 
To further improve person-centered care opportunities in the skilled nursing and memory support environments, the team and provider applied valuable learnings from a Post-Occupancy Evaluation of The Cottages at Hearthstone to further push innovation. Improve-ments include doubling the amount of natural light, acoustic panels to support residential ambiance, 

maximizing flexibility for dining and activities, and expanding household food service abilities.  
With strategic budgeting in programming and design, Wes-leyLife pushed innovation while remaining affordable. Re-working the expectations and re-thinking the design approach for care models successfully fulfilled a market need, demonstrated by the fact that the community was completely full after six months.

Deadlines
Reservation forms due: Nov. 10, 2020

Presentations due: Dec. 8, 2020

Jury review: January 2021

Publication date: April 2021

Submission Guidelines
Who’s qualified to submit a project?

Senior living community owners/operators as well as architects, interior designers, 
builders, and developers working in the senior living or long-term care market.

Are there requirements regarding the age of the project?

All projects must have been completed after January 2018. Projects that were 
previously published in the Design Showcase can’t be resubmitted under the same 
construction category. See list of categories below.

Friendship Village, Schaumburg, Ill. Photo: © Eugene 
Elikh Photography

Menno Haven Rehabilitation Center, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Photo: Alise O’Brien Photography

The Langford at College Station College Station, Texas. 
Photo: Alise O’Brien Photography

Menno Haven Skilled Rehabilitation, Chambersburg, Pa. 
Rendering: RDG Planning & Design
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Brio, a WesleyLife Community for Healthy Living JOHNSTON, IOWA

Submitted by: Pope Architects ST. PAUL, MINN.

CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Brio, a WesleyLife Community 

for Healthy Living, is designed with 

wellness as its foundation. Brio blends 

high-quality modern living with at-

tractive amenities and dining choices, 

all at an approachable price tag. 

Sited on 22 acres in a suburb of Des 

Moines, the community serves 55+ 

through all stages of care, including 

end of life and late stage Alzheimer’s. 

The provider pushed innovation 

and took risks to emulate the quality 

of their existing higher-end CCRC 

environments and create a compre-

hensive community that meets the 

affordability of the Midwest’s middle 

market. Every decision was weighed 

against what would create the greatest 

impact on the residents’ quality of life 

while keeping project costs and rates 

reasonable. 

The heart of the community is an 

advanced, spacious Wellness Center. 

It is the social and physical gateway 

that strategically connects all residents 

conveniently and represents the core 

mission of Brio – encouraging vitality 

at every age. Like a hospitality-based 

fitness club, it offers yoga, group 

classes and cardio equipment that are 

integrated in the same physical space 

as skilled care therapy which serves 

long-term care residents. Blending 

fitness and therapy was a balance in 

meeting code requirements and pro-

viding safety while creating a visually 

connected environment. The result 

is an energetic environment where 

residents can encourage one another 

on their health journeys.

Brio promotes person-centered 

care by maximizing flexibility and 

amenities that encourage individual 

choice. The community’s inclusive 

dining environments offer maximum 

choice and change of scenery for all 

independent and assisted living resi-

dents. Instead of a sea of tables there 

are options with clusters of tables, 

booths, ceiling changes, walls details, 

sliding doors, a variety of views, and 

interesting lighting. It can feel like a 

different restaurant for every meal, 
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Willow Valley Living, Chautauqua Hall, Lancaster, Pa. Photo: Jana Bannan Photography

Submission Fees
A nonrefundable entry fee for all projects submitted will be invoiced in December. 
Projects accepted by the jury will be published in the Spring 2021 issue, and a 
publication fee (based on the number of pages selected to be published) will be 
invoiced at that time. We do not allow cancellations following receipt of your 
submission. Please note: If submitting jointly with another organization, invoicing 
can be split accordingly.

One-Page Layout  
(Entry Fee: $515; Publication Fee: $3,475)

Two-Page Spread  
(Entry Fee: $345; Publication Fee: $5,200)

Three-Page Layout  
(Entry Fee: $245; Publication Fee: $6,340)

Awards and  
Recognition
A jury of industry experts will review 
and discuss all submitted projects 
to determine which ones will be 
accepted for publication (there is no 
guarantee of acceptance). In addition, 
the jury will determine which projects 
are worthy of special honors, including 
an Award of Merit or Honorable 
Mention.

• Award winners will receive special 
recognition in the Spring 2021 issue of EFA, 
in Design Showcase announcements, and at 
our annual Environments for Aging Expo & 
Conference.

• Finalists (projects deemed highly noteworthy) will also be recognized in the 
Spring 2021 issue of EFA and in Design Showcase announcements.

• All participants with published projects will receive 25 complimentary copies 
of the magazine.

Complete your reservation form online
at EFAmagazine.com

2021 DESIGN 
SHOWCASE
Call for Submissions

2021 DESIGN SHOWCASE
Call for Submissions

AN ANNUAL DESIGN SHOWCASE OF SENIOR ENVIRONMENTS SINCE 1997

Deadlines
Reservation forms due: Nov. 10, 2020

Presentations due: Dec. 8, 2020

Jury review: January 2021

Publication date: April 2021
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For more information, contact:
Donna Paglia
Emerald X, LLC
210.419.9017
donna.paglia@emeraldx.com
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Baptist Community Services Community Center AMARILLO, TEXAS

Submitted by: Pi Architects AUSTIN, TEXAS

AMENITY SPACE

Project category: Unbuilt/conceptual

Chief administrator: Steve Dalrymple, president and CEO, and Robert 

Smith, vice president

Firm: Pi Architects, www.piarch.com

Design team: Greg Hunteman, principal architect; Mark Warrick, prin-

cipal architect; Nicole Thompson, studio leader; Charla Goss, interior 

designer; Bryan Warne, landscape architect

Photography: ©2020 Pi Architects

Resident/client capacity: 1,200 members of the community

Total building area (sq. ft.): 8,350 (new); 26,470 (renovation)

Construction cost/sq. ft.: $300 (new); $192 (renovation)

Total construction cost (excluding land): $2,500,000 (new); 

$6,700,000 (renovation)

Completion: March 2021 

The Community Center repre-

sents the final phase of an eight-

year master plan for the Baptist 

Community Services (BCS) 

Campus in Amarillo. The Center 

lies at the heart of the Campus, 

connecting a newly renovated In-

dependent Living tower and a re-

positioned and expanded Assisted 

Living. The Center is designed to 

host major community events for 

the residents of Amarillo and as 

a gathering place for all of BCS’s 

residents.

Connecting residents to the 

outdoors in the extreme climate 

of the Texas Panhandle created 

a unique opportunity for the 

development team. A beautifully 

designed conservatory allows 

residents to experience nature 

from indoors as they enjoy a cup 

of coffee or a nutritious meal from 

the adjacent Café, while relax-

ing under soft sunlight filtered 

through a canopy of trees.

When developing the program, 

the team leveraged wellness 

throughout the design, including 

innovative outdoor programming 

as illustrated in the Central Plaza, 

Wellness Courtyard, and Prayer 

Gardens.
The Center provides residents 

and families a full complement of 

wellness amenities, not only in the 

outdoors, but also with a host of 

spaces designed to provide pur-

pose and healthy living. Residents 

enjoy exercising at the fitness 

center, grabbing a healthy snack 

or meal at the Café or Bistro Res-

taurant, finding spiritual renewal, 

or taking advantage of a variety of 

artistic and educational classes. 

The Center builds resident 

wellness and connection. Here, 

residents experience a unified 

culture, strengthen their mind 

and body, relax and socialize, 

learn and grow, and feel enabled 

to participate in the unique 

community Baptist Community 

Services offers.
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Ventana by Buckner DALLASSubmitted by: D2 Architecture DALLAS, AND Interior Design 
Associates Inc. NASHVILLE, TENN.

CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Project category: New constructionChief administrator: Charlie Wilson, Buckner Retirement Services
Firms: D2 Architecture, www.d2architecture.com; Interior Design 
 Associates Inc., www.idassociates.comDesign team: Pacheco Koch (civil engineer); Corsi Associates (food services 

design); Talley & Associates (landscape architect); L.A. Fuess Partners 
(structural engineer); WSP+CCRD (MEP engineers); IDEAS Consulting 
(healthcare consultant); Boner Associates Inc. (acoustical consultant)

Photography: ©2019 Kim Sargent and Tyler Sargent of DBA Sargent 
Photography

Number/type of housing units: 189 independent living customizable 
residences, 38 assisted living residences, 26 memory support suites,     
46 skilled nursing suites, 24 private rehab suitesTotal building area (sq. ft.): 684,108Construction cost/sq. ft.: $211Total construction cost (excluding land): $144.4 million

Completed: August 2019

Rising 12 stories into Dallas’ skyline, Ventana by Buckner is a premier Life Plan Community situated at the intersection of two of the city’s most established thoroughfares. Located just north of downtown, Ventana’s twin towers of floor-to-ceiling glass windows offer 360-degree views of the Dallas skyline and surrounding metropoli-tan area. Each of the two towers has a modest 15-degree bend at their center axes and are positioned as gracefully as Fred Astaire and Gin-ger Rogers on Ventana’s compact urban site—maximizing panoramic views. With its use of warm and ethereal materials and its integra-tion of the landscape architecture, Ventana offers vibrant and sophisti-
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Warwick Woodlands, A Moravian Manor Community, Lititz, Pa. 
Photo: ©2019 Nathan Cox Photography

The Lodge, Heber City, Utah. Photo: ©2019 Jim Fairchild - fairchild-creative.com
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Awards and  
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A jury of industry experts will review 
and discuss all submitted projects 
to determine which ones will be 
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are worthy of special honors, including 
an Award of Merit or Honorable 
Mention.

• Award winners will receive special 
recognition in the Spring 2021 issue of EFA, 
in Design Showcase announcements, and at 
our annual Environments for Aging Expo & 
Conference.

• Finalists (projects deemed highly noteworthy) will also be recognized in the 
Spring 2021 issue of EFA and in Design Showcase announcements.

• All participants with published projects will receive 25 complimentary copies 
of the magazine.
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Design team: Greg Hunteman, principal architect; Mark Warrick, prin-

cipal architect; Nicole Thompson, studio leader; Charla Goss, interior 

designer; Bryan Warne, landscape architect
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Total building area (sq. ft.): 8,350 (new); 26,470 (renovation)

Construction cost/sq. ft.: $300 (new); $192 (renovation)

Total construction cost (excluding land): $2,500,000 (new); 

$6,700,000 (renovation)

Completion: March 2021 

The Community Center repre-

sents the final phase of an eight-

year master plan for the Baptist 

Community Services (BCS) 

Campus in Amarillo. The Center 

lies at the heart of the Campus, 

connecting a newly renovated In-

dependent Living tower and a re-

positioned and expanded Assisted 

Living. The Center is designed to 

host major community events for 

the residents of Amarillo and as 

a gathering place for all of BCS’s 

residents.

Connecting residents to the 

outdoors in the extreme climate 

of the Texas Panhandle created 

a unique opportunity for the 

development team. A beautifully 

designed conservatory allows 

residents to experience nature 

from indoors as they enjoy a cup 

of coffee or a nutritious meal from 

the adjacent Café, while relax-

ing under soft sunlight filtered 

through a canopy of trees.

When developing the program, 

the team leveraged wellness 

throughout the design, including 

innovative outdoor programming 

as illustrated in the Central Plaza, 

Wellness Courtyard, and Prayer 

Gardens.
The Center provides residents 

and families a full complement of 

wellness amenities, not only in the 

outdoors, but also with a host of 

spaces designed to provide pur-

pose and healthy living. Residents 

enjoy exercising at the fitness 

center, grabbing a healthy snack 

or meal at the Café or Bistro Res-

taurant, finding spiritual renewal, 

or taking advantage of a variety of 

artistic and educational classes. 

The Center builds resident 

wellness and connection. Here, 

residents experience a unified 

culture, strengthen their mind 

and body, relax and socialize, 

learn and grow, and feel enabled 

to participate in the unique 

community Baptist Community 

Services offers.
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residences, 38 assisted living residences, 26 memory support suites,     
46 skilled nursing suites, 24 private rehab suitesTotal building area (sq. ft.): 684,108Construction cost/sq. ft.: $211Total construction cost (excluding land): $144.4 million

Completed: August 2019

Rising 12 stories into Dallas’ skyline, Ventana by Buckner is a premier Life Plan Community situated at the intersection of two of the city’s most established thoroughfares. Located just north of downtown, Ventana’s twin towers of floor-to-ceiling glass windows offer 360-degree views of the Dallas skyline and surrounding metropoli-tan area. Each of the two towers has a modest 15-degree bend at their center axes and are positioned as gracefully as Fred Astaire and Gin-ger Rogers on Ventana’s compact urban site—maximizing panoramic views. With its use of warm and ethereal materials and its integra-tion of the landscape architecture, Ventana offers vibrant and sophisti-
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Warwick Woodlands, A Moravian Manor Community, Lititz, Pa. 
Photo: ©2019 Nathan Cox Photography

The Lodge, Heber City, Utah. Photo: ©2019 Jim Fairchild - fairchild-creative.com


